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The Centre for Development Studies (CDS), with its distinguished 
history spanning over five decades, stands as a beacon of excellence 
in research and training in the areas of economics and development 
studies. CDS is judged as the best among the 24 ICSSR research institutes 
in the country on the basis of its research publications during the 2011-
2020 period.

In celebration of the birth centenary of our esteemed founder,  
Professor K. N. Raj, CDS is organizing a series of events to honour his 
enduring legacy. 

Professor K. N. Raj was not only an inspiring teacher and a distinguished 
economist but also a master builder of institutions and a visionary who 
recognized the need for well-trained economists in the emerging Indian 
economy. Beyond founding CDS, he made significant contributions to 
national economic planning, served as an economic advisor to several 
Prime Ministers and played a pivotal role in computing India’s Balance 
of Payments for the first time during his tenure at the RBI. He was 
awarded the Padma Vibhushan in 2000, the second-highest civilian 
award of the Republic of India. 

As part of the centennial celebrations, we are organizing four main 
events:

•	 CDS Alumni Meet (19 – 20 October 2024)

•	 Conference (20-22 October 2024) 

•	 Launching a Souvenir that highlights the life and contributions of 
Professor Raj

•	 K. N. Raj Memorial Lectures: A series of lectures across colleges and 
universities in Kerala by CDS faculty members. 

These celebrations will serve as a lasting tribute to Professor Raj’s 
remarkable achievements and his enduring impact on Indian economic 
thinking and policy.

We invite you to join us in this commemorative event.

C. Veeramani
Director and RBI Chair Professor, CDS and 
Chairman of the Organizing Committee
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19-20 October 2024

19th October 2024 

20th October 2024 

09.30	 a.m.		  : Registration

10.30 a.m. – 01.00 p.m. : Alumni Self Introduction/ Reflections

01.00 – 02.30 p.m.	 : Lunch Break

02.30 – 04.00 p.m.	 : Discussion about the formation of 
		     	  CDS Alumni Association (CDSAA)

04.00 – 05.00 p.m.	 : Nominating the Office bearers / 
					     Executive Committee
05.00 - 06.30 p.m.	 : Action Plan
06.30 – 07.30 p.m.	 : Cultural Programmes

07.30 p.m.		  : Dinner

12.00 Noon  – 01.00 p.m. : Interaction of CDS Alumni with Students 

01.00 – 02.30 p.m.	 : Lunch 

Alumni from across the world will come together 
to celebrate the legacy of our Institute and its 

Alumni and taking significant steps to register the 
Alumni Association as a formal society. This endeavor 
provides us with a wonderful opportunity to reconnect, 
reminisce, and reaffirm our commitment to the ideals and 
values that were instilled in us during our time at CDS. 

It is an opportunity to come together, celebrate our shared 
experiences, and strengthen the bonds that have kept us 
connected over the years.



Sunday 20th October 2024 | 10.00 AM

Programme Schedule : Sunday 20th October 2024

INAUGURATION 

CONFERENCE

	 Welcome 		  - Prof C. Veeramani
 				      Professor RBI Chair & Director, CDS

	 Chair			   - Prof Sudipto Mundle 
				      Chairman, CDS

	 Inaugural Address	 - Shri Pinarayi Vijayan
	 & Souvenir Launch	   Hon’ble Chief Minister of Kerala				  

	 Address by		  - Prof  V K Ramachandran
				      Vice Chairperson, Kerala State Planning Board

				    - Prof Santishree Dhulipudi Pandit
				      Vice Chancellor, Jawaharlal Nehru University, New Delhi

				    - Dr T. M. Thomas Isaac
				      Distinguished CDS Alumni & Former Finance Minister of Kerala

				    - Shri  K. M. Chandrasekhar IAS (Retd.) 
				      Former Cabinet Secretary, Govt. of India & Former Chairman, CDS

				    - Prof Ram Singh
				       Director, Delhi School of Economics & Governing Body Member, CDS

	 Vote of Thanks		  - Prof P. L. Beena
				      Professor, CDS & Convener, Organising Committee

Session 1 (A) – Prof K N Raj : Scholar and Institution Builder (2:30 PM – 3:30 PM)

2:30 PM – 2:40 PM Dr. T. M. Thomas Isaac Chair

2:40 PM – 3:10 PM Prof Suraj Jacob Raj the Scholar: Humanist Vision, Grounded Theorising, and 
Focus on Institutions

3:10 PM – 3:20 PM Prof Mridul Eapen Reminiscence

3:20 PM – 3:30 PM Q & A

3.30 PM - 3.45 PM TEA

Session 1 (B) – Prof K N Raj : Scholar and Institution Builder (3:45 PM – 4:55 PM)

3:45 PM - 3:55 PM Prof K L Krishna Chair

3:55 PM - 4:25 PM Prof K P Kannan K N Raj: His Life and Times 

4:25 PM - 4:35 PM Prof M A Oommen Reminiscence

4:35 PM - 4:45 PM Dr. A V Jose Reminiscence

4:45 PM - 4:55 PM Q & A

Session 1 (C) – Prof K N Raj : Scholar and Institution Builder (5:00 PM – 6:30 PM)

5:00 PM - 5:10 PM Prof Chiranjib Sen Chair

5:10 PM - 5:40 PM Dr Sanjaya Baru K.N. Raj and the Political Economy of Intermediate Regimes

5:40 PM - 5:55 PM Dr Rammanohar Reddy Reminiscence

5:55 PM - 6:20 PM Prof J Devika Souvenir Discussion

6:20 PM - 6:30 PM Q & A

7:00 PM DINNER



Keynote Address (9:30 AM – 10:35 AM)

9:30 AM – 9:40 AM Prof Gita Sen Chair

9:40 AM – 10:20 AM Prof Pranab Bardhan Empowerment of Workers in A World of Inequality

10:20 AM – 10:35 AM Q&A

Session 2 (A) Poverty, Inequality and Welfare (10:35 AM – 11:25 AM)

10:35 AM – 10:40 AM Prof Amit Shovon Ray Chair

10:40 AM – 10:55 AM Prof Sundari Ravindran Health Inequities in India & Their Structural Drivers: An 
Overview of Recent Evidence

10:55 AM – 11:00 AM Dr Subrata Mukherjee Discussant

11:00 AM – 11:15 AM Prof Ram Singh Do the wealthy underreport their income?

11:15 AM – 11:20 AM Prof Suraj Jacob Discussant

11:20 AM – 11:25 AM Q & A

11:25 AM – 11:40 AM TEA

Session 2 (B) Poverty, Inequality and Welfare (11:40 AM – 12:30 PM)

11:40 AM – 11:45 AM Prof Raman Mahadevan Chair

11:45 AM – 12:00 PM Dr J Dennis Rajakumar and
Prof M Vijayabaskar

Some Aspects of Trends in Inequality in India

12:00  noon – 12:05 PM Prof Krishna Kumar Discussant

12:05 PM – 12:20 PM Prof Srijit Mishra Multidimensional Index: A Note

12:20 PM – 12:25 PM Prof U S Mishra Discussant

12:25 PM – 12:30 PM Q & A

12:30 PM – 2:00 PM LUNCH

Session 3 : Employment and Gender (2:00 PM – 3:15 PM)

2:00 PM – 2:05 PM Dr A V Jose Chair

2:05 PM – 2:20 PM Prof Tara Nair Financialised Development, Household Indebtedness and 
Women’s Labour: Reflections from an Enquiry

2:20 PM – 2:25 PM Dr Rachel Simon Discussant

2:25 PM – 2:40 PM Prof Jayan J Thomas Rising Aspirations, Stagnant Opportunities, Limited 
Agency: Women in India’s Labour Market, 1983 — 2023

2:40 PM – 2:45 PM Prof Vinoj Abraham Discussant

2:45 PM – 3:00 PM Prof Binitha V Thampi Unpacking Women’s Labour Force Participation & Future 
of Work

3:00 PM – 3:05 PM Prof Praveena Kodoth Discussant

3:05 PM – 3:15 PM Q & A

Monday, 21st October 2024 CONFERENCE



Session 4(A): Agriculture and Rural Economy (3:15 PM – 4:10 PM) 

3:15 PM – 3:20 PM Prof K Narayanan Nair Chair 

3:20 PM – 3:35 PM Prof P S Vijayshankar and 
Dr Rammanohar Reddy

New Village India and Its Political Economy

3:35 PM – 3:40 PM Prof R Ramakumar Discussant

3:40 PM – 3:55 PM Prof Rajeswari S Raina The Professional Class and Capital: Agriculture in the 
Intermediate Regime

3:55 PM – 4:00 PM Prof M  Vijayabaskar Discussant

4:00 PM – 4:10 PM Q & A

Session 4(B): Agriculture and Rural Economy (4:10 PM – 5:05 PM)

4:10 PM – 4:15 PM Prof K Pushpangadhan Chair

4:15 PM – 4:30 PM Prof Sukhpal Singh Rethinking Farm Input Subsidies in Indian Agriculture: Issues 
and Options

4:30 PM – 4:35 PM Prof Thiagu Ranganathan Discussant

4:35 PM – 4:50 PM Prof Madhuri Saripalle Analyzing structural breaks and volatility in Rice prices across 
the rice supply chain in India

4:50 PM – 4:55 PM Dr Ritika Jain Discussant

4:55 PM – 5:05 PM Q & A

5:05 PM – 5:15 PM TEA

 Interactions of Farmers representatives with Experts  (05:15 PM – 06:00 PM)

05.15 PM - 06.00 PM NABARD Chair

Prof R Ramakumar
Prof P S Vijayshankar
Prof Sukhpal Singh
Ms.Aarathi L R  IES
Prof S Mohanakumar
Prof Vinoj Abraham

Panelists 

Book Discussion (06:15 PM – 07:20 PM)

06.15 PM - 06.25 PM Prof.Sudipto Mundle Moderator

06.25 PM – 07:20 PM Prof. Pranab Bardhan “Charaiveti: An Academic’s Global Journey”

07.20 PM – 07:30 PM Q & A

Tuesday, 22nd  October 2024 CONFERENCE

7:30 PM DINNER

Session 5(A) Trade, Industrialization and Growth (9:30 AM – 10:30 AM) 

9:30 AM – 9:40 AM Prof Mridul Eapen  Chair

9:40 AM – 9:55 AM Prof R Nagaraj How to Reverse India’s Industrial Decline: Need for Recon-
figuring the Policies

9:55 AM – 10:00 AM Prof Pulak Mishra Discussant

10:00 AM – 10:15 AM Prof Keshab Das MSMEs in India: A Policy Critique

10:15 AM – 10:20 AM Dr K Chandra Shekar Discussant

10:20 AM – 10:30 AM Q & A

10:30 PM – 10:45 PM TEA



Session 5(B) Trade, Industrialization and Growth (10:45 AM – 11:45 AM)

10:45 AM – 10:55 AM Prof C Veeramani Chair

10:55 AM – 11:10 AM Prof Sunil Mani Enhancing Solar Photovoltaic Technology in India: State Initiatives, 
Innovation, and Strategic Growth

11:10 AM - 11.15 AM Dr Chidambaran G Iyer Discussant

11:15 AM – 11:30 AM Prof Saikat Sinha Roy Global Value Chains and Productivity Catch-Up: Evidence from Indian 
Firms

11:30 AM – 11:35 AM Prof P L Beena Discussant

11:35 AM – 11:45 AM Q & A

12:30 PM – 2:00 PM LUNCH

Session 6: Decentralization and Governance (2:00 PM – 2:55 PM)

2:00 PM – 2:05 PM Shri S M Vijayanand Chair

2:05 PM – 2:20 PM Prof Sivanandan P Decentralisation and Governance:Impact on the scattered Margins 
and Lives on the Uplands – Experience of the Scheduled Castes and 
Scheduled Tribes under Decentralised Governance in Kerala

2:20 PM – 2:25 PM Dr T Abhilash Discussant

2:25 PM – 02:40 PM Prof N C Narayanan Kerala’s Decentralised Governance within the National Policy 
Process: Mapping the Challenges in the Sanitation Sector

2:40 PM – 2:45 PM Prof J Devika Discussant

2:45 PM – 2:55 PM Q & A

Session 7 (A): Macroeconomy, Money and Public Finance (3:00 PM – 3:55 PM)

3:00 PM – 3:05 PM Dr Rammanohar Reddy Chair

3:05 PM – 3:20 PM Prof Pinaki Chakraborty Fiscal Transfers, Public Expenditure Inequality & Regional Develop-
ment: A Review of Post-Planning Commission Era

3:20 PM – 3:25 PM Dr G V Nadhanael Discussant

3:25 PM – 3:40 PM Mr R Mohan Indian Fiscal Federalism: Addressing Widening Imbalances

3:40 PM – 3:45 PM Prof Hrushikesh Mallick Discussant

3:45 PM – 3:55 PM Q & A

3:55 PM – 4:10 PM TEA

Session 7 (B): Macroeconomy, Money and Public Finance (4:10 PM – 5:05 PM)

4:10 PM – 4:15 PM Prof G Omkarnath Chair

4:15 PM – 4:30 PM Prof D Narayana Falling Household Savings, High Fiscal Deficit, and Crowding Out in 
India

4:30 PM – 4:35 PM Prof D Tripati Rao Discussant

4:35 PM – 4:50 PM Dr Pankaj Kumar Monetary Policy Communication & Effectiveness: 
Some Evidence from India

4:50 PM – 4:55 PM Dr Gogol Mitra Thakur Discussant

4:55 PM – 5:05 PM Q & A



                                                                    Kerala’s Development Experience: What’s Next? (5:05 PM – 6:30 PM)

5:05 PM – 5:10 PM Prof John Kurien Chair

5:10 PM – 6:20 PM Prof P K Michael Tharakan

Panelists

Prof K J Joseph

Prof K N Harilal

Prof Manjula Bharathy

Dr K Ravi Raman

Prof V Santhakumar

Prof S Irudaya Rajan

6:20 PM – 6:30 PM Q & A

END OF CONFERENCE

The Centre for Development Studies (CDS) 
was founded on October 19, 1970, by noted 

economist, Professor K N Raj. It is an autonomous 
social science research centre supported by 
the Indian Council of Social Science Research 
(ICSSR) and the Government of Kerala. Its main 
activities are research, teaching and training in 
the broad area of development studies. 

Research at CDS is organized around eleven 
thematic issues: Culture and Development, 
Decentralisation and Governance, Gender and 
Development, Human Development, Health 
and Education, Industry and Trade, Innovation 
and Technology, Employment and Social 
Security, International and Internal migration, 
Agriculture and Plantation Crops and Politics and 
Development. It is conducted independently, or 
under various endowment units and endowment 
funds. The two programmes – MA in Applied 
Economics and PhD in Economics are the two 
pillars of the Centre’s academic activities. The 
MA and PhD degrees are awarded by Jawaharlal 
Nehru University (JNU), New Delhi. The state-
of-the-art CDS library is one of the biggest 
social science repositories of wisdom in South 
India with over 1,50,000 titles in economics and 
related disciplines and subscribes to about 5000 
print and online professional journals.

CDS is also judged as the best among the 24 
ICSSR research institutes in the country on 
the basis of its research publications during the 
2011-2020 period.

CDS, Thiruvananthapuram

Panel Discussion


