Conference on Emerging Issues in Indian Economy

19 & 20 March 2026

Organised by: Centre for Development Studies, Thiruvananthapuram, Kerala

19 March 2026
9:15-9:30 am Opening remarks

Prof. C.Veeramani, Director & RBI Chair Professor, CDS
9:30-10:15 am Chair: Prof. Bharat Ramaswami*

Inaugural Address - Prof. Sudipto Mundle, Chairman, CDS
“Rethinking employment strategy in the era of Artificial Intelligence”

10:15-11:00 am

Chair: Prof. V. Santhakumar

Special Lecture: Prof. Bharat Ramaswami, Ashoka University
“Structural transformation processes, climate change, and historical
climate patterns”

11:00-11:15am

Tea

11:15-11:50 am

Session 1A: Growth, Investment and Structural transformation
Chair: Shri. C. Balagopal

Keynote Address 1: Prof. K. Narayanan, IlIT Bombay
“Creative Industries: Prospects for India”

11:50-12:30 pm

Session 1B: Growth, Investment and Structural transformation
Chair: Prof. K. Narayanan

P1: Static and Dynamic Competition and Economic Growth: Indian
Evidence in the Context of Aghion’s Study

Authors: K Pushpangadan, Beena Saraswathy

Discussant: Prof. PL Beena

P2: Agricultural information adoption and its impact on maize
productivity among Indian farmers

Authors: Roshan Kumar Rawat, Aparna Krishna and Deep Mukherjee
Discussant: Prof. Thiagu R

12:30 - 1:05 pm

Session 1C: Growth, Investment and Structural transformation
Chair: Dr. Dennis Rajkumar

Keynote Address 2: Prof. Pulak Mishra, IIT Kharagpur

“How Do Business Strategies Influence Growth, Efficiency and
Competitiveness? Experiences of Indian Industries During the Post-
Reform Period”

1:05 - 2:05 pm

Lunch




2:05-2:45 pm

Session 1D: Growth, Investment and Structural transformation
Chair: Prof Pulak Mishra

P1: Rural Roads and Firm Behavior in India

Authors: Bharti Nandwani, Punarjit Roychowdhury, Binay Shankar
Discussant: Prof. K Narayanan

P2: Internet Adoption, Gender and Productivity in Informal Firms in
India

Authors: Jayati Chatterjee, Subash S and Rajesh Raj S.N.

Discussant: Prof. K Narayanan

2:45 - 3:20 pm Session 2A: Works, Skills, Gender, and Labour Market Dynamics
Chair: Prof. Sudipto Mundle
Keynote Address 3: Dr. A.V. Jose
“Subsistence wages and per capita incomes in Indian states 1971-72 to
2023-24"

3:20-4:00 pm Session 2B: Works, SKkills, Gender, and Labour Market Dynamics
Chair: Prof. A.V. Jose
P1: Algorithmic Management and Workers’ Well-Being: The Role of
Autonomy in the Platform Economy
Author: Unnimaya U G
Discussant: Dr. K Chandrasekhar
P2: Fuelling Change: How LPG Adoption Reshapes Time Use and Gender
Gap in India
Author: Aastha Kapoor
Discussant: Prof. Sundari R.

4:00 - 4:15 pm Tea

4:15-5:15 pm Session 3: Trade, External sector, and India’s global positioning
Chair: Prof. K.N. Harilal
P1: US Tariff Shocks and India-US Trade Negotiations: Balancing
Strategic Design and Agricultural Sensitivities
Authors: Himanshu Jaiswal and A. Ganesh-Kumar
Discussant: Dr. Rajit B
P2: Competition, Quality Upgradation and Technology Frontier: Case of
India
Authors: Charulika Sharma and Papiya Ghosh
Discussant: Dr. CG lyer
P3: International Trade Participation, Intensity, and Convergence
Dynamics Across Indian States
Authors: Deepali Gupta and C Veeramani

5:15-5:50 pm Chair: Prof. Aparna Sawhney

Keynote Address 4: Prof. Dibyendu Maiti, DSE
“Climate change, state capacity and uneven growth: A disaggregated
analysis of India”




20 March 2026

9:30 - 10:05am

Session 4A: Energy, Climate, and Spatial transitions
Chair: Dr. Ritika Jain

Keynote Address 5: Prof. Aparna Sawhney, [INU

“Green Transition of the Indian Economy”

10:05 -10:45 am

Session 4B: Energy, Climate, and Spatial transitions
Chair: Prof. N.C.Narayanan

P1: Landslides, Household Resilience and Time Allocation in India
Author: Sila Mishra
Discussant: Dr. Ritika ]

P2: Climate-Induced Determinants of Crop Diversification: District-Level
Dynamic Evidence from India

Authors: Aryama Sarkar and Sabuj Kumar Mandal

Discussant: Prof. Aparna S

10:45-11:20 am

Session 5: Trade, External sector, and India’s global positioning
Chair: Prof. KJ. Joseph
Keynote Address 6: Prof. C. Veeramani, CDS

“Tariff Inversion, Industrial Policy, and India’s Participation in Global
Value Chains”

11:20-11:35 am

Tea

11:35 - 12:35 pm

Session 6: Technology, Innovation Systems and Investment
Chair: Prof. Dibyendu Maiti

P1: Indian experience of fostering competition through State
intervention: Lessons from card payment system and Unified Payment
Interface

Author: Chidambaran G lyer

Discussant: Prof. M Parameswaran

P2: Start-up Acquisitions, Knowledge economy and Antitrust policy in
India
Author: PL Beena

P3: Investment Stagnation in India: A Demand Side Perspective
Author: Sanjana
Discussant: Prof. Pulak M

12:35-1:10 pm

Session 7A: Works, SKkills, Gender, and Labour Market Dynamics
Chair: Prof. K. K. Hari Kurup
Keynote Address 7: Prof. Abhiroop Mukhopadhyay, ISI Delhi

“The “New” Human Capital to Leverage the Demographic Dividend of
India”

1:15 - 2:00 pm

Lunch




2:00 - 2:40 pm

Session 7B: Works, Skills, Gender, and Labour Market Dynamics
Chair: Prof. Abhiroop Mukhopadhyay

P1: Does Educational Mismatch Penalise Women Less? Evidence from
India’s Labour Market

Authors: Soumyaranjan Mukherjee and Anup Kumar Bhandari
Discussant: Dr. Rosa A

P2: Artificial Intelligence and Wage Premium (Penalty) in Labour
Market: Evidence from India

Authors: Minali Grover and Ajay Sharma

Discussant: Dr. CG lyer

2:40 - 3:25 pm Session 8A: Works, Skills, Gender, Labour Market Dynamics
Chair: Prof. Suraj Jacob
Keynote Address 8: Dr. Rosa Abraham, Azim Premji University
“Youth in India’s labour market: Pathways from learning to earning”
3:25 - 4:05 pm Session 8B: Works, Skills, Gender, Labour Market Dynamics
Chair: Prof. Mridul Eapen
P1: Gender Wage Inequality in India: Trends, Determinants and
Decomposition Analysis
Authors: Rashi Jain and K. S. Hari
Discussant: Dr. Rosa A
P2: From Backlash to Benefit: Long-Term Gains of the Anti-Dowry Law
Across Generations
Authors: Tanya Suman and Tista Mukherjee
Discussant: Prof. Devika ]
4:05-4:20 pm Tea
4:20 - 5:00 pm Session 9: Public Finance, Federal Dynamics, Economic governance

Chair: Shri R. Mohan

P1: Vertical Sharing and Horizontal Distribution of Federal Transfers in
India

Author: Deepak Sethia

Discussant: Prof. M Parameswaran

P2: Trends and Patterns in Private Health Expenditure and Health
Insurance Coverage in India: A Pre and Post Covid Pandemic study
Authors: Akarsh CO, Indranil Mukhopadhyay, Krittika Roy and Montu Bose
Discussant: Prof. K. K. Hari Kurup

Vote of thanks - Dr. C. G Iyer

* - To be confirmed




