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In the symposium, 9 invited speakers will share their thoughts on several themes regarding the 

interface of development research and practice. Between them, the invited speakers have 

considerable practitioner experience across state and non-state sectors as well as diverse aspects of 

development (environment, health, education, and so on). Each of them has also been involved in 

research and has keenly observed the interface between research and practice. While the symposium 

has a conventional format (three panels in sequence, each with three panellists), we hope that the 

invited speakers will participate in all panels to make for a running conversation through the day. We 

also hope to have meaningful interventions from other participants, particularly students, scholars, 

faculty members, and other researchers.  

Symposium format 

9:30-10 am Welcome 

(director and symposium coordinator) 

10:15 am-12 pm Panel 1: Development research and practice: two worlds?  

(panellists: Sekhar Bonu, Sridhar Radhakrishnan, Sundari Ravindran) 

12-1 pm Lunch 

1-2:30 pm Panel 2: Research-practice connect: problem-solving or 

‘enlightenment’?  

(panellists: Hemraj Bhati, Madhuri Ramesh, N C Narayanan) 

3-4:30 pm Panel 3: Strengthening research-practice connects  

(panellists: Sajitha Bashir, Sanjeev Chopra, Santosh Mathew) 

4:30-5:30 pm Concluding remarks 

(all invited speakers) 

 

  



Panel details 

 

Panel 1: Development research and practice: two worlds? 

Please refer to Section 1 and Table 1 of the concept note. Key questions: 

a) How and why does development research-practice connect occur? 

 

b) Why does disconnect occur? 

(For a & b, examples will be helpful, preferably one from own experience and another from 

elsewhere). 

 

Panel 2: Research-practice connect: problem-solving or ‘enlightenment’? 

Please refer to Section 2 and Table 3 of the concept note. Key questions: 

a) What are the relative roles of problem-solving and ‘enlightenment’ functions of research in 

the context of practice? (Both in terms of reality and what is ideal.) 

 

b) (How) can the ‘enlightenment’ function be embedded in problem-solving? 

 

Panel 3: Strengthening research-practice connects 

Please refer to Section 3 of the concept note. Key questions: 

a) How can networks strengthen the research-practice connect? What are the key criteria for 

such networks to form and sustain? 

 

b) What is the role of boundary organisations at the interface of research and practice? 

  



Invited Speakers: Brief Profiles 

 

Hemraj Bhati is a development practitioner and community mobilizer from Udaipur with extensive 

experience in education and ecological commons (forests, pastures, water) in the Adivasi belt of 

southern Rajasthan. He has also worked with a variety of researchers and policymakers. 

Madhuri Ramesh is a scholar and practitioner based in Bangalore who works on biodiversity 

conservation, political ecology, and nature-society relations. She has extensive experience in diverse 

locations including the Western Ghats, Thar, and Bay of Bengal. She has recently written about 

culture and environment in the Andamans. 

N. C. Narayanan is a scholar and policy practitioner based in Mumbai and Trivandrum with 

experience in water and sanitation policy, energy, local governance, and climate studies. He co-

founded Living Lab Alleppey that connects researchers and policymakers. 

Sajitha Bashir is a policy advisor and practitioner with extensive experience in international 

development particularly in sub-Saharan Africa and Latin America. Her focus has been on education, 

language, technology, and skills. Her ongoing work explores learning and language especially among 

disadvantaged groups in Kerala. 

Sanjeev Chopra is a retired civil servant, author, and patron of a literary festival in Dehradun. He has 

considerable experience in multiple policy sectors and national and state administrative training 

institutions. He recently published The Great Conciliator: Lal Bahadur Shastri and the 

Transformation of India. 

Santhosh Mathew is a retired civil servant who has worked in multiple policy sectors such as rural 

development and teacher training. He is presently involved in efforts to strengthen state capacity, 

systems design, public services, and partnerships. 

Sekhar Bonu is a policy analyst and retired civil servant. He has worked in multiple policy sectors, 

particularly health and infrastructure, at the state, national, and international levels. He is also 

conversant with recent developments in monitoring & evaluation systems. 

Sridhar Radhakrishnan is an environmentalist and social justice activist from Kerala. He has worked 

extensively on industrial pollution, agroecology, land use policy, and food security. He is active in 

networks of communities, practitioners, and researchers for multiple environmental justice causes. 

Sundari Ravindran is a scholar and policy practitioner based in Trivandrum with considerable 

experience in public health, gender, and equity at the local, national, and international levels. She is 

the chief editor of the recent two-volume Handbook on Sex, Gender and Health: Perspectives from 

South Asia. 

http://umlmemorialtrust.org/
https://azimpremjiuniversity.edu.in/publications/2024/book/from-sea-to-surwa
https://livinglabalpy.com/
https://vmft.org/publications/
https://www.bloomsbury.com/in/great-conciliator-9789356408838/
https://www.bloomsbury.com/in/great-conciliator-9789356408838/
https://india.oup.com/product/public-financial-management-state-capacity-and-public-services-in-india-9780198973188
https://icpp.ashoka.edu.in/a-framework-for-digitising-monitoring-for-better-development-outcomes/
https://themalabarjournal.com/post/tmj-outlook-climate-disaster-establishing-a-legal-right-to-rehabilitation-and-resettlement-sridhar-radhakrishnan
https://link.springer.com/referencework/10.1007/978-981-97-2098-9
https://link.springer.com/referencework/10.1007/978-981-97-2098-9

