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About the Yg/orkshop

The Centre for Development Studies (CDS),
Thiruvananthapuram, is organising an Eight-day intensive
workshop on ‘Public Finance, Tax Reform and GST in India:
Design, Implementation, and Impacts’, from 22nd to 29th
March, 2026.

The programme is designed to provide participants with a
comprehensive understanding of GST as a central element
of India’s public finance system, covering issues related to
tax design, implementation, compliance, socio-economic
impacts, state finances, and fiscal federalism. It seeks to
bridge analytical perspectives with practical policy concerns.

The workshop will culminate in a two-day International
Conference on ‘Socio-Economic Impacts of GST in India’
(March 28-29, 2026). Participants in the workshop will attend
and participate in the conference as part of the programme.
The conference will be a platform facilitating interaction
among policy makers, academicians, field officials, and other
stakeholders including practitioners.



Structure of the FIrogramme
March 22-27, 2026 (Six days):

» Intensive sessions comprising lectures, discussions, and applied modules on public
finance and GST. Topics will include the evolution of indirect tax reform in India,
GST design and implementation, compliance and administration, consumption
and distributional impacts, state finances, and issues in fiscal federalism.

» Morning sessions will consist of expert lectures and discussions on themes related
to public finance, tax reform, and the GST in India. Afternoon sessions will focus
on paper presentations by selected participants on their research or policy work.

« Presentation of aresearch paper is not mandatory. Participants without a completed
research paper, including early-stage PhD scholars, officials, and practitioners with
an interest in public finance and GST, are encouraged to apply.

March 28-29, 2026 (Two days):

Participation in the International Conference on Socio-Economic Impacts of GST in
India, featuring research paper presentations, policy panels, and structured discussions.

Focus of the First Two Days (March 22-23):

» The first two days of the programme will focus on practical and operational aspects
of GST, with particular relevance for government officials, tax practitioners, and
policy professionals. These sessions will address issues such as GST administration,
compliance mechanisms, rate structure, and implementation challenges.

« Officials and practitioners are welcome to participate either in the entire eight-day
programme or only in the first two days, depending on their preference.

Who Coan Apply

Applications are invited from:

« PhD scholars and early-career researchers

« Academicians and researchers

» Officials from relevant government departments
» Tax practitioners and policy professionals

Applicants who wish to attend only the first two days (March 22-23) are requested to
clearly indicate this preference in their application.

Expected Outcomes

The workshop aims to:

« Strengthen understanding of public finance and tax reform in India
« Provide in-depth exposure to GST design, implementation, and impacts
« Foster dialogue between researchers, policymakers, and practitioners

« Enhance analytical and policy capacity in the areas of state finance and fiscal
federalism

How to Apply

+ A completed online application form

(Registration Link: https://forms.gle/6uuNVY9gJ2VtUpSFA) with the following
documents should be attached:

1. Curriculum Vitae (CV)

2. A brief statement of purpose (300-500 words), outlining their background,
current work, and motivation for participation

3. If intending to present a paper: A one-page abstract of the paper.

Teavel and Accommodation

Participants will be eligible for reimbursement of AC 3-tier train fare, subject to
submission of valid travel documents. Boarding and lodging will be provided to
outstation participants for the duration of the training program.

Jmportant Dates

+ Last date for submission of applications: February 8, 2026
« Training programme: March 22-29, 2026

+ International conference: March 28-29, 2026



